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Durham Cathedral stands on the site of an old 
Saxon church of the 10 th century, and was commenced 
in 1093 under the auspices of Bishop Carileph. The 
chief dimensions are :—Height of Western towers 145 
feet, height of central tower 218 feet, total external 
length 502 feet, nave 205 feet long. It ranks as the 
gra dest Cathedral in England, and has been called 
“half church of God, half castle ‘gainst the Scots.” 
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